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1515 L 5TREET, N. W. REPUBLIC 7-1234 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20005 


. ALFRED FRIENDLY 

ASSOCIATE EDITOR 

- - March 25, 1966 


Mr. Harold Welsberg 

Coq d'Or Farm 

Hyattstown, Maryland 20743 

Dear Mr. Weisberg: 

I'm sorry to have taken such an unconscionable time in 
replying to your letter of February 17. A multitude of events 
conspired against me. 

As you yourself realized, the excuses that publishers gave 
you to explain away their lack of interest in your manuscript 
were patently fraudulent insofar as they argued that the question 
of Kennedy's assassination and its investigation were no longer 
of interest. Obviously, if you could demonstrate that the cir- 
cumstances of the murder and the nature of the investigation were 
different in major degree from those that we have been led to 
believe, you would not have merely an Interesting account but the 
most sensational story since the assassination itself. Any 
publisher who provided you the vehicle for such a demonstration 
would be showered with riches and honor. 

They are not so stupid as not to realize this. Therefore, 
why have some 50 or so turned you down? Two answers occur to 
me: The first is that you have not proved your case even to the 

point where anyone is willing to spend much time over your argu- 
ment or, alternately, that there is a vast conspiracy in which 
book publishers, press and officialdom Join to keep the evil 
facts shrouded in black obscurity. The latter is paranoid and 
unacceptable in terms of plain common^nse. 

I can't believe that my insight and intelligence are very much 
better than the publishers who have already looked-^t your manu- 
script, or those of Larry Stern, who has gone through a couple of 
hundred pages. Accordingly, I don't see much point in my spending 
what would necessarily be a great deal of time were 1 to do 
Justice to what you have written. Larry Stern says, however, that 
if you wish to return the manuscript to him, he will look at that 
part he hasn't read, but I don't know whether the venture would 
be worth the effort. 

Sincerely yours, 
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